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NATIONAL DISARMAMENT

THIS year the message of Christmastide

comes to us with an extremely peculiar sig-

nificance. Turning back the hands of time

only a few years we see the nations of tlie earth

enveloped in the throes of war, pouring out their

very life blood in a gigantic human attempt to

uphold their national honor and integrity. We
gaze upon the conflict of humanity, the hard-

ships and sufferings of the soldiery, the bitter

longing and anxiety of the home folks—the hor-

ror of it all. We looked forward with misgiv-

ings at that time and Christmas held only the

disheartening outlock of battles yet to be fought.

But today we look back upon that terrible period

as a thing of the past, witli sorrow and silent ad-

miration for the gallant souls who so bravely

sacrificed! themselves for the upholding of a

national ideal. Truly peace once more reigns

supreme among the nations of the earth and men
are deliberating and formulating plans that such

a state of universal chaos may never again exist.

A thing that has been developing for centuries

can not be undone in a fortnight. Within the

memory of man it has been national practice to

prepare for war in times of peace. This prin-

ciple has been so rigidly adhered to that at the

present time nations are spending fabulous sums

in an effort to maintain their respective arma-

ments on an equal footing with those of otlier

powers. The abolishment or even the temper-

ing of such a custom; then, is attendant with

the pitfalls, technicalities and intricacies, which

naturally arise in any proposal of international

policy. Different nations have different ideals

and they look from wary eyes, made keen by
past experience, bitter and otherwise, at any

proposal involving marital relations with other

powers. They are suspicious of one another.

They question each other's motives for doing this

or tliat, thinking perhaps, tliat it is only a hid-

den thrust at themstlves. And tins we must con-

cede is only the outcome of past situations. Na-
tions adhere to tlie maxim, "What can happen,"

tions adliere to the maxim, "What can happen,

will liappen," and tliey provide against just such

"jiappenings." It is difficult, therefore, to achieve

a mutually aggreeablt pact, regulating the affiairs

of nations.


